
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

2021-2022 Dates for PCL/CLADD Morning Ministry Enrichment Sessions: 
 

Last year was difficult for many reasons but among them 

was lack of a regular scheduled time to gather as a ministry 

community.  As we plan for the fall, we are planning to be 

back to a normal schedule of gathered meetings in parishes 

close to you.  Contact Sherri Simmer if you would like to 

host.  It is a lot of fun and the Diocese can offset the cost 

of lunch if it is too much for your budget.   

 

Currently we do not have dates for those in the Osceola area that has traditionally been our South 

PCL/CLADD group. Please add the following dates in your calendar.  As we have locations, we 

will include them in upcoming Growing Disciples e-newsletters.   

 

 East Dates 9:30 to 1:00 pm (lunch included) 

o September 16 

o October 21 

o November 18 

o January 20 

o March 10 (spring break is the next week) 

o April 21 

 

 West Dates 9:30 am to 12:30 pm (lunch included) 

o September 21 

o October 19 

o November 16 

o January 18 

o March 8 (spring break is the next week) 

o April 19 

 

 East/West gathered dates (meals included as part of the programming) 

o Summer gathering – 9:30 am to 2:30 pm August 24 at All Saints parish in Stuart 

o PCL/CLADD Retreat with Becky Eldredge – February 3-4, 2022 in Des Moines 
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o Year-end gathering – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on May 10, 2022 – Place TBD 

 

2021 Catechetical Sunday Theme is Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed/Una Palabra 

Tuya Bastará para Sanarme: 

 

Catechetical Sunday will be celebrated on September 19, 

2021 in parishes around the country.  Catechetical Sunday 

is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each 

person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith 

and being a witness to the Gospel. This year, the theme is: 

“Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed/ Una 

Palabra Tuya Bastará para Sanarme."  Those who the 

parish community has designated to serve as catechists 

will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry.  

 

Resources will be available soon at this link.  These online 

resources are offered free of charge to all interested individuals and to serve the needs of 

diocesan and parish leaders. 

 

Catechesis of the image Christ Healing the Blind (ca. 1570)  This image by the famed artist, El 

Greco (Domenikos Theotokopoulos), illustrates the Gospel account of Christ healing a blind man 

by anointing his eyes. 

 

The past year has highlighted the urgent need for healing--physical, spiritual, emotional--in 

ourselves and in our world.  As our world struggles to heal, complete healing is not possible 

without Jesus as the Divine Physician.  When our souls heal, all heals, despite our suffering. 

The words we pray at Mass, “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed”, have the power to 

remind us of, to open our eyes to, the healing that Jesus offers us in the Eucharist which is 

essential, eternal, and ever open to us.  We humbly ask him to say the word, and with that prayer, 

we have faith that, with the fantastic and improbable prospect of Jesus entering under our roof, 

our souls shall be healed. 

 

Outreach to the Unaffiliated: A Field Guide for Leaders: 

 

 
 

As the Church continues to search for creative means to reach out to the unaffiliated, this Field 

Guide is designed to be a practical tool to inform ongoing discernment, as well as a resource for 

the use of effective principles for formation of missionary disciples. 

 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2021


This Field Guide identifies organizations and apostolates which might serve as effective models 

for Catholic leaders across the country.  The list of organizations is not intended to be 

exhaustive, nor is it meant to be an approbation of all their work; rather, organizations were 

chosen that exemplify certain dimensions of effective outreach to spur the imagination of those 

in the field.  Included in each section are a sampling of insights and relevant anecdotes from 

leaders of different apostolates.  The document is attached to this e-newsletter or use this link for 

the USCCB website.   

 

New Directory for Catechesis Resources: 

 

New Leaders and Participants Guides in English and Spanish thanks 

to our colleagues at the USCCB. 

 

Available for free download. The Leaders Guides are 

comprehensive overviews of the Directory for Catechesis for 

Diocesan and Parish Leaders and the Participants Guides are the 

companions for formation with their catechists.  The guides in 

Spanish and English are attached to this e-newsletter.  You can use 

this link for more information from the USCCB website.   

 

 

Free Guide on the Importance of the Common Good in preparation for Religious Freedom 

Week (June 22-29): 

 

Our friends at Sophia Institute have a free download of two lessons from 

their Infusing the Catholic Faith series on Civics.  With Religious Freedom 

Week beginning on June 22, this is an opportunity to remind families the 

teaching that comes to us from the Gospel of John (15:13), “Greater love 

has no one than this, that a person will lay down his life for his friends.”   

 

This supplemental guide will help your families integrate into Civics the 

principles of human dignity and natural rights, as well as the Church’s 

teachings on the purpose of government, the common good, social justice, 

economics, and more. 

 

Use this link to download the guide.   

 

Resourcing from the National Catholic Partnership (NCPD) on Disability:  

 

Our colleagues at NCPD have some impressive resourcing available to you as you continue to 

accompany families out of this pandemic. 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/outreach-unaffiliated#:~:text=afiliados-,outreach%20to%20the%20unaffiliated%3A%20a%20field%20guide%20for%20leaders,-As
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leaders-guide-directory
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/uploads/lessons/Memorial_Day_Civics_Lesson.pdf?utm_source=MC&utm_medium=MC&utm_campaign=Memorial%20Day%202021&mc_cid=8836cf00a0&mc_eid=29175a0f93


 

Depression and Faith Webinar – June 14 at 3:00 pm CDT.  

Explore the relationship and impact that faith has on recovery for 

persons who live with depression.  Use this link to register for 

this free webinar in English.   

 

Five Tasks of Catechesis for Diverse Learners – Task 3 Webinar 

“We Pray” with Leo Zanchettin from the Archdiocese of 

Washington on June 10 at 12:00 pm CDT.  We ALL need the 

presence of God in our lives; persons with disabilities, the Deaf, 

the elderly, persons who live with mental illness.  Our mission, 

modeled by Jesus, is to be present, to listen, to accompany and 

teach others to pray in their own way according to their needs and abilities.  Use this link for 

more information on the entire series and to register.  Attached to this e-newsletter is a flyer for 

the entire series.   

 

This webinar is also in Spanish and will be held on June 8 at 6:00 pm.  Use this link to register.   

 

A Pastoral Response to Mental Illness: Resources for the Catholic Community - This is a 

bilingual publication (English and Spanish).  Leaders of a parish, diocese, or other Catholic 

organizations can learn the signs of mental illness and reach out to those living with the illness. 

One in four families will at some time have to cope with mental illness and its effects on a loved 

one and the family unit.  The stigma attached to mental illness forces many to hide the severity 

of their symptoms or those of a loved one.  Many stop coming to church due to the stigma. 

People can and do recover from mental illness.  Recovery can be thought of as a table with four 

legs.  All four legs must be whole, strong, and firmly attached for recovery to take hold.  This 

depends on access to help that includes the four legs of recovery. This booklet identifies the four 

legs of recovery, where to find the resources for those legs, and when and where to reach out for 

more help.  The cost is $8.50.  Use this link to order this resource.   

 

Franciscan Catechetical Institute New Ministry Formation Workshops: 

 

Our ministry partners at Franciscan 

Catechetical Institute announced the 

release of eight new workshops on 

www.FranciscanAtHome.com for you 

to enjoy.   

  

 Child Catechetical Methodologies & 

Learning Styles: Going Deeper 

 The Parish as a Workplace: 

Maintaining Healthy Relationships 

 Spiritual Accountability  

 The Body of Christ: A Broader Picture for Youth Ministry  

 A Foundational Vision: The Role of the Laity 

 Mentoring within a Family 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cP2i6eqKTqOVoZ5WYz6nDg
https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/webinar-series-five-tasks-catechesis-diverse-learners
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jl3XDJ6YQae21Epet5kvLg
https://www.amazon.com/Pastoral-Response-Mental-Ilness-Resources/dp/B08VM687NY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=national+catholic+partnership+of+disability&qid=1620055330&sr=8-2
http://www.franciscanathome.com/


 In Spanish: Evangelización en la Parroquia 

 In Spanish: Introducción al Nuevo Testamento 

  

As you consider how you might make use of these workshops and the other 140+ titles on their 

system, I encourage you to think of creative ways to use these formation tools in groups.  In 

seeing the many imaginative ways the Franciscan Catechetical Institute workshops are being 

used by parishes and schools across the country, colleagues have shared with me that group 

settings are often as much or sometimes even more effective than solely individual use of this 

formation, especially as a way for people to experience a workshop for the first time: 

  

“Catechesis is closely linked with  the responsible activity of the Church and of 

Christians in the world.  A person who has given adherence to Jesus Christ by faith and is 

endeavoring to consolidate that faith by catechesis needs to live in communion with those 

who have taken the same step.” 

– St. John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae, 24 

  

++ One further thought – the use of these workshops in groups may have outsized importance for 

your formational team as we all seek to recover ministry formation from the distance and 

isolation imposed during the COVID months. ++ 

 

Upcoming NFCYM Webinar on June 16: 

 

Understanding Middle Schoolers – June 16 at 1:00 pm.   

 

It’s tough to be successful with middle schoolers if you 

don’t understand the awesome, God-designed 

uniqueness of these fantastic creatures (or if you just treat them like big children or little high 

schoolers).  The onset of abstract thinking changes everything, from emotions to relationships, 

from understanding of self to their understanding of God.  Ultimately, this webinar will help you 

understand why they act the way they do, and to engage more effectively with this critical stage 

of life. 

 

Presented by Mark Oestreicher.  Mark is a veteran youth worker and founding partner in The 

Youth Cartel, providing resources, training and coaching for church youth workers.  The author 

of more than 70 books, Mark is a sought after speaker, writer and consultant.  He lives in San 

Diego with his wife Jeannie and has two young adult kids, Riley and Max.  

 

Use this link to purchase your $10.00 ticket.   

 

May and June Important Dates: 

 June 10 – Saint Joachima 

 June 11 – Saint Barnabus and World Day of Prayer for Consecration of Priests (Litany of 

the the Sacred Heart of Jesus Prayer) 

 June 13 – Saint Anthony of Padua 

 June 15 – Saint Marguerite d’Youville 

https://nfcym.org/calendar-event/understanding-middle-schoolers/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joachima
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-barnabas
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/litany-of-the-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/litany-of-the-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-anthony-of-padua
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-marguerite-dyouville


 June 20 – Father’s Day (Father’s Day Prayer) and World Refugee Day (A Prayer for 

Refugees)  

 June 21 – Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

 June 22-29 – Religious Freedom Week (Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty) 

 June 22 – Saint Thomas More 

 June 23 – Saint John Fisher 

 June 24 – Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

 June 25 – Blessed Jutta of Thuringa 

 June 28 – Saint Irenaeus 

 June 29 – Saints Peter & Paul 

 June 30 – First Martyrs of the Church of Rome  

 

 

https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/fathers-day-prayer/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/a-moment-of-grace/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/a-moment-of-grace/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-aloysius-gonzaga
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-the-protection-of-religious-liberty/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-thomas-more
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-fisher
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity-of-saint-john-the-baptist
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/blessed-jutta-of-thuringia
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-irenaeus
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-peter-and-paul
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/first-martyrs-of-the-church-of-rome

